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Dear Mr Reed, 

As a newly convened Barnham Broom Parish Council, we are writing to formally object to the inclusion and 

proposed development of Site VCBB1 within the current local plan review. After careful consideration and 

consultation with residents, we strongly oppose the allocation of this site on the grounds of unsustainable 

development, loss of local character, the negative impact on the non-designated heritage assets, 

infrastructure limitations, and environmental impact. 

We would like to make it clear that the Parish Council is certainly not against new developments of housing, 

especially a portion of affordable properties in the village; we are alarmed at the shear density of forty 

houses planned and allocated within this one site of 1.4 hectares, especially after several other sites across 

the village were openly suggested to South Norfolk District Council for the original VCHAP allocation but 

were disregarded with very little explanation. 

As a Parish Council, now representing the views of the residents, we would much rather see a blend of 

housing and site sizes throughout the village where there are already other pockets of properties with better 

access and would allow improved traffic management. 

Access to Site VCBB1 would significantly increase traffic through narrow village roads that already struggle 

with congestion and safety concerns, particularly around Bell Road, Mill Road, and the B1135 junction. The 

increased vehicle movement would exacerbate hazards for pedestrians, cyclists, and school children. Norfolk 

County Council’s Highways Department has previously identified safety and visibility concerns in this area, 

and the proposed development would only intensify these risks. 

We understand that as part of the VCHAP allocation for this site a Highways report was conducted and that 

it would be required by the developer to re-align the village crossroads, however we still believe that the 

increase in cars and traffic from this site will not improve the road safety for other road uses, pedestrians 

and cyclists alike. 

The land available for development (1.4 hectares) is significantly reduced once land requirements for the 

realigned crossroads is considered. This is further exacerbated by the requirement for the open space and 

avoidance of dwellings to be placed on the land where ponding occurs. The overall effect is that it 

significantly reduces the net developable area at VC BB1 to a maximum of 1ha. This reduction dramatically 

constrains the site’s capacity for housing and raises serious concerns regarding the deliverability and overall 

viability of the proposed scheme. 

 

Infrastructure 

Since the allocation of site VCBB1, there have been significant changes in the facilities in the village.  The 

Barnham Broom village shop has already closed and with the post office closure imminent (as the property 



has recently received planning approval for change of use to residential), and here are also concerns 

regarding the continuation of the pub (which has also recently submitted residential planning applications 

for the land/garden at the rear of the property). Both these valuable services have been in the village for 200 

years, and without these would undermine the original allocation of the site based on available facilities 

close by. 

 
Heart of the community 
 
The allocated site of the meadow is in the heart of the village, and there has been a long-standing vision for 
the meadow to become a village green, which could be used by the whole community particularly for 
recreation, sports and community events. Owing to its location, as a central point it provides the opportunity 
to bring both ends of the village together. It’s proximity to the pub would create potential business from 
activities on the green and create a quintessential village scene. This space would not only enrich village life 
but also make the village more attractive for future investment.   

 
Building here would not only undermine the character of the village centre but also permanently eliminate 
the opportunity to create a village green in this important open space.  We are simply asking for the chance 
to bring that vision to life. 
 
Neighbourhood Plan 
 
There had been very little desire among residents in the past to create a Neighbourhood Plan. This has 
significantly changed in 2025. The Parish Council is now heavily involved with many enthusiastic volunteers 
from the village in creating a neighbourhood plan. The Villagers have taken up the mantel of being involved 
in its creation, seeking views of how the residents would support new housing developments within the 
village boundary and other facilities that the villagers would feel of benefit.  
 
Strong community opposition to proposed 40-dwelling development on the meadow 

Owing to the timing of the VCHAPS being proposed i.e. through Covid when Lockdown and working from 

home limited the normal practices and communication channels were restricted, there was very little 

communication to the residents from both SNC and Parish Council. Many of the older residents that are not 

as technologically aware and are not frequent users of social media felt isolated through the pandemic, and 

their focus was obviously elsewhere. All these factors resulted in a lack of community awareness until early 

2025.  Once residents were more informed, there were strenuous objections to the development of 40 

houses on the meadow opposition.  This is reflected in a petition that has over 600 signatures expressing an 

objection. 

For the reasons outlined above, along with the fact Barnham Broom Parish Council previously objected to 

site VCBB1 at the consultation stage Regulation 18, we respectfully request that Site VCBB1 be removed 

from the Local Plan allocation. We urge the Inspectorate to support a development strategy that genuinely 

aligns with rural sustainability principles, local infrastructure capacity, and the community’s expressed vision 

for its future. 

We would welcome the opportunity to present further evidence or participate in hearings should the 

Inspectorate require clarification or local input. 

Yours faithfully, 

Ashley Carter-Mayers 

Chair, Barnham Broom Parish Council 

On behalf of the Parish Council 

  


